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Welcome to Flourish

Fostering

Who are we?

The clue is in our name. We are the people who support and
supervise your foster parents as they do the important work
of looking after you.

It is our job to make sure we provide you with everything you
need to flourish and grow.

We realise there have been some big changes, and you may
not have chosen to be living where you are now.

We understand that you'll want to be able to make choices
about your life where possible, so this guide is here to help
you with that.

Your Life

As much as we can, we want to give you choices. We also want
to give you knowledge. Because, as they say, “knowledge is
power"”.

Hopefully this guide contains useful information for you. If
there is anything else you want to ask us, please feel free to
ask. There are details in this guide of how to contact us
whenever you need to.










B Events at Flourish

At Flourish we hold lots of events
throughout the year which gives you a
chance to meet up with other young
people in the Flourish family and enjoy
some fun activities.

These could include Easter Events,
Youth Forums & Workshops, Pool
Parties, BBQs, Halloween Activities
and Christmas Pantomimes. We also
offer online Youth Meetings and
Games Nights.

Your Flourish social
worker will be able
to tell you about the
exciting Flourish
events happening in

nop! your area.



There are lots of people in your team that you can

turn to for support.

Remember everyone in your team is there to help
YOU!

(Don't forget to check out your Flourish Welcome Pack for
photos and contacts details of everyone in your Flourish Team!)



More About Your Team

Foster Parents Supervising
Social Worker
These are the adults chosen by .
. . Your Foster Parents have their own
your Local Authority social worker, . )
who are there to make sure you social worker, and you will get to
feel safe, protected and supported. I.<now it vy el e Une jeie
Thzsy e vemy sl mefned e Loy is to make sure your foster parents
have had lots of checks to make 20 g el gee @ e e,
sure they can do what you need and they are here for you too. You
them to do can tell them anything you want, for
' example what you need, what you

don’t like etc.

Participation Team Local Authority
Social worker

This is a team of people whose job it is o ]
. This is the person responsible for
to find out from you how you are o
T . . . decisions made about your care,
finding life with your foster family - . ) ) )
. , . including who you live with, where you
celebrating what’s going well, and
. , . go to school, when you can see your
hearing about what’s not going so well . .
irth family, etc.
birth family, et

so we can help things get better or
make changes if that’'s what’'s needed.
Your Participation team will speak to
you about coming to fun events and
activities with other Flourish young
people.




Advocate IRO

Some of our children get an
advocate. If you or anyone in your
team feels that you are not
getting something you need, we
can ask for an advocate to talk
with you about the things you are
concerned about and to talk for
you during meetings to make sure
people listen. It is your right to be

able to make a complaint. :

Who else can you turn to?

This is the Independent Reviewing
Officer who will attend all your
Child in Care Reviews. They are

independent and are there to
oversee your situation and make
sure that everyone is doing their
job properly.

We realise that sometimes you may find it difficult to speak to
people close to you such as your foster parents or your social
workers. There might be other people you can feel comfortable
talking to. These might be your favourite teacher, pastoral staff,
school counsellor, sports coach, etc.




" more things you need to know now!

. (but fhey'r;e quite important)



Your Voice - How you can be

involved in what your team does

-\d\ acare Reviey,
o
\)( (every 6 months)
This is your meeting. Your team gets
together to think about how things
are going for you and if anything
needs to change. You can attend this
meeting if you want to, to make sure
your views are heard. If you would
rather not be there, make sure you
have told us if there is anything you

want us to talk about. Before your CIC

review, your Flourish Supervising

Social Worker or a member of the

participation team will be in touch
with you to speak about how the last
six months has been.

What you think is really important. We

are not just saying this because it
sounds good. We want to hear from
you anytime, but there will also be a
regular chance to tell us how things
are going.
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Your Voice - The Wheel

This is a chance for you to have your say and voice your opinions on
all aspects of your life. We want to know what's going right but we
also want to know what things could work better for you and how we
can support you better. What are the bits you don’t like?

You can also use the wheel to highlight areas you want discussed in
your reviews with the local authority.
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The wheel above can be completed with your Flourish Supervising social worker or a
member of the participation team every few months. We can go through it with you in
person or over Zoom if you like.



Some important numbers

you might need

T ~
Talk to Flourish: 01634 969 050 |
Email: hello@flourishfostering.co.uk
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Out of Hours No: 07810 565 342 !
|
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Emergency Duty No: 07824 471 684

ChildLine) Number: 0800 1111
OBbVOWﬁﬁ Website www.childline.org.uk

PALCAAULLL
N SPCC Number: 0808 800 5000
Website www.nspcc.org.uk

'7(7( K Number: 0300 123 1231

Ofste d Website www.ofsted.gov.uk

coramvVoice ))) Number: 0808 800 5792

getting young voices heard

_ . Website www.coram.org.uk
(Charity for Young People in Care)

CHILDREN'S Number: 020 7783 8330
COMMISSIONER \\/ 1 qite:

for England
(Rachel de Souza) www.childrenscommissioner.org.uk



